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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 

Sir: 

This paper is responsive to the Office action mailed from the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office on January 14, 2004, for the above-referenced patent application. Applicants enclose a 
Terminal Disclaimer and accompanying fee. 



Amendments to the Claims are shown beginning on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 4 of this paper. 
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respectfully request that the rejection of the pending claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) be 
reconsidered and withdrawn. 



Claims 1-3 and 23-27 are pending and believed to be in condition for allowance. 
Examiner Mertz is invited to telephone the undersigned attorney to discuss any remaining issues 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 
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